Guide to...
...Collaborative Law

Family Law Department

The collaborative process is an alternative to
the traditional divorce process and eliminates
the need to go to court. It may be for you if
you both want more say in what ultimately
happens.

Four family lawyers at Hegarty LLP Solicitors have
trained in collaborative law, allowing them to offer
people who are getting divorced an alternative to
the traditional approach of going to court which can
be a lengthy and emotive experience.

The experienced family lawyers who can now
offer this service at Hegarty LLP Solicitors are Carl
Russell, Jane Tatlock, Rachel Strong and Sarah
Dawson.

Collaborative law is relatively new, but is now
becoming much more popular in this country. It
appeals not only because it can potentially save
people money and allow them to reach decisions
quicker, but people may feel more in control of the
process

Couples are often most concerned about financial
issues and their children and the impact a divorce
could have upon them. Collaborative law allows
the couple to speak directly to each other and be
guided by the lawyers on reaching the best mutual
arrangement for both the children and the parents.
People who have gone through the process say that
it has allowed them to keep their dignity intact at a
very tough time in their life.

What is Collaborative Law?

Very simply, the couple that are separating, and
their lawyers, agree in writing to try and reach
a reasonable settlement without going to court.
The couple and their lawyers have face-to-face
meetings to talk through all the issues and come
to an agreement.

Is it like mediation?
No, at mediation the mediator is neutral and cannot

give you legal advice. With collaborative law, both
of the lawyers for each person are present to help

negotiate for their client and provide them with
legal guidance.

What are the benefits?

A main factor is that it could help to minimise costs.
It can also mean the issues can be resolved more
quickly as both parties, with their lawyers, make
the decisions between themselves.

Often the couple splitting up feel more in control
of events as they can discuss things between
themselves at the meeting rather than having to
wait for an update from their lawyer.

The couple who are divorcing are confident that
their lawyer is doing the utmost to help them reach
an agreement, because if an agreement is not
reached and they go to court they have to instruct
new lawyers.

Can you be sure each party will fulfil their
agreement?

Once you have reached an agreement, it is fully
binding and becomes the divorce settlement.
If either party do not carry out their side of the
agreement then it could mean going to court.

Why use Hegarty LLP?

For over 30 years Hegarty LLP Solicitors has
provided high quality legal services to a wide range
of business and individual clients. The firm has
a strong regional presence as well as a growing
national reputation in key areas of law. The firm
holds the Lexcel Practice Management Standard and
IS0 9001:2008 - your independent verification that
the firm is reputable and client focused. Lawyers
in the family law department are all professionally
qualified and have a wealth of experience in this
area of law.

Where can I find details of other local
collaborative family lawyers?

Please turn over for a list of local collaborative
family lawyers.

) Hegarty Solicitors

0!

%) Lexcel
2, Practice Management Standard

%, SGS  Law Society Accredited

HeGARTY LLP SoliciTors | GUIDE TO COLLABORATIVE LAW 1



Collaborative

Guide to...

...Collaborative Law

All-together better solutions

More information about Collaborative law can be found at the Peterborough Collaborative Law Group
website: www.pcflg.co.uk. Please find below a list of collaboratively qualified lawyers:-

Family Law Department

Peterborough

Lyn Brisley

Buckles Solicitors LLP, Grant house, 101 Bourges
Boulevard, Peterborough. PE1 1ING

Tel: 01733 888888
Email: lyn.briesley@buckles-law.co.uk

Farhana Butt

hc solicitors LLP, 35 Thorpe Road, Peterborough.
PE3 6AG

Tel: 01733 882800
Email: farhana.butt@hcsolicitors.co.uk

Sarah Dawson

Hegarty LLP Solicitors, 48 Broadway, Peterborough.

PE1 1YW

Tel: 01733 295626
Email: sarah.dawson@hegarty.co.uk

Edward Owen

hc solicitors LLP, 35 Thorpe Road, Peterborough.
PE3 6AG

Tal: 01733 882800
Email: edward.owen@hcsolicitors.co.uk

Carl Russell Hegarty LLP Solicitors, 48 Broadway, Peterborough. | Tel: 01733 295621
PE1 1YW Email: carl.russell@hegarty.co.uk
Belinda Smith Belinda Smith & Co, Tel: 01733 267414

Email: belinda@bscosolicitors.co.uk

Jane Tatlock

Hegarty LLP Solicitors, 48 Broadway, Peterborough.

PE1 1YW

Tel: 01733 295619
Email: jane.tatlock@hegarty.co.uk

Denis White

hc solicitors LLP, 35 Thorpe Road, Peterborough.
PE3 6AG

Tel: 882800
Email: denis.white@hcsolicitors.co.uk

Stamford

Rachel Strong

Hegarty LLP Solicitors, 9 Ironmonger Street,
Stamford. PE9 1LP

Tel: 01780 750956
Email: rachel.strong@hegarty.co.uk

Michele Fielding

Buckles Solicitors LLP,

Tel: 01780 484573
Email: michele.fielding@buckles-law.co.uk

Oundle

Jane Proctor

JJ Solicitors LLP,

Tel: 01832 238088
Email: jane.proctor@jjsolicitors.com

Clare Folgate

JJ Solicitors LLP,

??

Huntingdon

Lucy Ardern

Copleys LLP,

Tel: 01480 456191
Email: lucy.ardern@copleys.net

Paula Hamilton

Copleys LLP,

Tel: 01480
Email: paula.hamilton@copleys.net

48 Broadway Peterborough PE1 1YW Tel: 01733 346333
10 Ironmonger Street Stamford PE9 1PL Tel: 01780 752066

you can also visit us online at:
Hegarty LLP is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

The contents of this guide are for information
only. Whilst all reasonable care has been
taken in preparing this document we cannot
accept responsibility for any loss arising from
your decision to act or failure to act based on
the information within. You should never act on
this factsheet alone and we recommend that
you seek professional legal advice for help
regarding your specific circumstances before
taking any action. This material is copyright of
Hegarty LLP.
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